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1 . AS REPORTED REFTEL (A), SEC STATE FOR ENERGY ERIC 
VARLEY WROTE ON NOVEMBER 12 TO OIL COMPANIES ENGAGED IN 
NORTH SEA DEVELOPMENT INVITING THEM "TO NEGOTIATIONS 
DIRECTED AT ACHIEVING MAJORITY STATE PARTICIPATION IN 
CURRENT LICENSES FOR COMMERCIAL FIELDS ON UNITED KINGDOM 
CONTINENTAL SHELF." IN HIS LETTER VARLEY CONPIRMED 
THAT DETAILED NEGOTIATIONS ON PARTICIPATION WOULD BE 
UNDERTAKEN BY HAROLD LEVER (CHANCELLOR OF THE DUCY OF 
LANCASTER) ASSISTED BY EDMUND DELL (PAYMASTER GENERAL) 
AND LORD BALOGH (MINISTER OP STATE POR ENERGY). VARLEY 
INFORMED COMPANIES THAT LEVER WILL BE GETTING IN TOUCH 
OVER COURSE OF NEXT FEW WEEKS ABOUT BEGINNING DISCUSSIONS. 
VARLEY ALSO WROTE THAT DELL, AS PAYMASTER GENERAL UNDER 
CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHEQUER, WOULD BE ARRANGING SEPARATE 
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PANIES MAINLY CONCERNED. 

2. TWELVE COMMERCIALLY PROVEN OIL EIELDS AND LICENCE 
HOLDERS EOR THESE EIELDS TO WHOM VARLEY LETTER WAS SENT 
ARE AS EOLLOWS: 

OIL FIELD LICENSEES 
FORTIES BP OIL DEVELOPMENT LTD 

SHELL UK LTD 
ESSO PETROLEUM CO. LTD. 

AUK SHELL UK LTD 

ESSO PETROLEUM CO. LTD. 

BRENT SHELL UK LTD. 

ESSO PETROLEUM CO. LTD. 

TEXACO NORTH SEA UK LTD. 

ARGYLL HAMILTON BROTHERS OIL CO.(GREAT 
BRITAIN) LTD. 

HAMILTON BROTHERS PETROLEUM(UK) LTD. 

THE RIO TINTO-ZINC CORPORATION LTD. 

BLACKERIARS OIL COMPANY LTD. 

THE TRANS-EUROPEAN COMPANY LTD. 

PIPER OCCIDENTAL PETROLEUM (UK) LTD. 

GETTY OIL INTERNATIONAL (ENGLAND)LTD 
ALLIED CHEMICAL (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 

THOMSON SCOTTISH PETROLEUM LTD. 

BERYL MOBIL PRODUCING NORTH SEA LTD. 

AMERADA EXPLORATION LTD. 

TEXAS EASTERN (UK) LTD. 

THE BRITISH GAS CORPORATION 
DUNLIN SHELL UK LTD. 

ESSO PETROLEUM CO. LTD. 

GULF OIL (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD 
CONOCO LTD. 

NATIONAL COAL BOARD (EXPLORATION)LTD 
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THISTLE SIGNAL OIL AND GAS CO. LTD. 

CHAMPLIN PETROLEUM CO. LTD. 

UNITED CANSO OIL AND GAS (UK) LTD. 

SANTA PE (UK) LTD. 

TRICENTROL NORTH SEA LTD. 

CHARTERHOUSE SECURITIES LTD. 

GULP OIL (GREAT BRITAIN) LTD. 

CONOCO LTD. 

NATIONAL COAL BOARD (EXPLORATION) 

LTD. 

MONTROSE THE BRITISH GAS CORPORATION 

AMOCO (UK) PETROLEUM LTD. 

AMERADA EXPLORATION LTD. 

TEXAS EASTERN (UK) LTD. 

NINIAN BURMAH OIL (NORTH SEA) LTD 

IMPERIAL CHEMICAL INDUSTRIES LTD. 

MURPHY PETROLEUM LTD. 

OCEAN EXPLORATION CO. LTD. 

CHEVRON PETROLEUM LTD. 

BP PETROLEUM DEVELOPMENT LTD. 

RANGER OIL (UK) LTD. 
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NINIAN (CONT.) SCOTTISH CANADIAN OIL AND TRANSPOR- 
TATION LTD. 

LONDON AND SCOTTISH MARINE OIL CO. 

LTD. 

CAWOODS HOLDINGS LTD. 

NATIONAL CARBONISING CO. LTD. 

HEATHER UNOCAL EXPLORATION AND PRODUCTION 
CO. LTD. 

SKELLY OIL EXPLORATION (UK) LTD. 

TENNECO GREAT BRITAIN LTD. 

THE NORWEGIAN OIL CO. DNO (UK) LTD. 
CLAYMORE OCCIDENTAL PETROLEUM (UK) LTD. 
GETTY OIL INTERNATIONAL (ENGLAND) 
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LTD. 

ALLIED CHEMICAL (GREAT BRITAIN)LTD. 

THOMSON SCOTTISH PETROLEUM LTD. 

(VARLEY LETTER ALSO WAS SENT UNDER COVERING LETTER TO 
RAWLEIGH WARNER, JR. OE MOBIL AND J.K. JAMIESON OE EXXON. 

SPIERS 
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